The cost of clearing in the past has precluded the denudation of 
large areas. In the future, the use of bulidozers and other powerful 
machinery may alter this, and then the trend will be in the same 
general direction as in the wheatbelt. Although no large areas in the 
forest have been cleared outright, considerable change has been 
madc by partial clearing. First there is the removal of the finest 
trees for sawmilling purposes; then, large arcas have been ring- 
barked or burnt to induce grass to grew. This has had the effect of 
destroying or diminishing the overhead canopy which is character- 
istic of the virgin forest. By letting in the sun and wind, the humid- 
ity of the air and the formation of humus is less, with a consequent 
change in the character of the ground vegetation. However, the 
amount of change has not been sulliciently great to cause notice- 
able differences in the biological balance. The very large areas 
reserved for forestry and watcr catchments will always be sanc- 
tuaries for wild life, and this is probably the most hopeful feature 
from a naturalist’s point of view. 


As time gocs on, we must expect that other animals and plants 
will be introduced, either intentionally or accidentally, and the strug- 
gle for survival become morc intense. The struggle will not be only 
between native and introduced species. Some indigenous kinds may be 
able, not only to hold thcir own, but become more numerous. It is 
the rarcr and beneficial species that will have to be protected. This 
involves study of thcir habits and haunts, and it may be necessary 
to provide artificial protection such as provision of food, water or 
breeding sitcs. During recent ycars publicity has been given to the 
dangers of soil erosion. This has had the effect of making landowners 
conscious of the value of trees. Many are now making reservations 
of portions of their properties for afforestation. This will have a gen- 
erally bencficial influence in preserving wild life. 


Looking to the future, we must realize that the environment will 
be controlled more and more by human agency. The biological bal- 
ance is important for economic reasons. Only by intensive study can 
we hope to understand the problems involved, and so be competent 
to control the environment. 


FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Multiple Broods of Yellow-tailed Thornbill.—Last year (1947), 
about the beginning of November, I found a Yellow-tailed Thorn- 
bill’s nest in a low branch of a Christmas trce. The two thornbills 
used the nest until the end of February this year. In all, four 
separate lots of eggs were laid, and in cach case the young hatched 
out and got away safely. 

—R. R. GREENHOW, Cookcrnup. 


A Fish New to Western Australia.—Early in October, 1948, the 
Museum reccived two very intercsting fish, onc from the Chicf 


Inspector of Fishcries, the other from the C.S.1.R., Fisheries 
Division. They had both becn caught by Capt. R. Saunier of the 
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fishing boat Eureka, 12 miles south of Maud’s Landing in the pre- 
eeding month. 


On examination they proved to be speeimens of the Runner 
(Blagatis bipinnulatus), a speeies new to the Western Australian 
list and apparently rare in Australian seas. The larger speeimen 
measured 735 mm. (29 in.) in total length and weighed 5£ 1b. The 
smaller was 665 mm. and weighed 4 1b. 4 oz. Both had only 5 
spines in the anterior dorsal fin. 


The species was first deseribed in 1825 by the Freneh natural- 
ists Quoy and Gaimard from a specimen collected by them in New 
Guinea waters during Louis de Freyeinet’s voyage of discovery 
in the Uranie and Physicienne. 


—L. GLAUERT, W.A. Museum, Perth. 


Marsh Terns at Forrest.—On October 30, 1948, the Museum 
received a specimen of the Marsh Tern (Chlidonias hybrida) trom 
Mr. W. S. Moodie, of Forrest, on the Nullabor Plain. In subsequent 
eorrespondence Mr. Moodie stated that residents agreed “that 
there were inany floeks of hundreds if not thousands of birds flying 
over during the period Oetober 12 to 26”. The birds were flying in 
several directions so that it would seem that they were seeking a 
suitable locality in place of one they had left, presumably owing 
to deteriorating conditions. The speeimen reeeived at the Museum 
was a male, with testes slightly enlarged, but in non-breeding 
plumage. The under-parts were white; forehead white, speekled 
with black towards the crown, which was blaek slightly speckled 
with white. Length, in the flesh, 238 mm.; wing, 221 mm.; culmen, 
29.5 mm.; tarsus, 23 mm.; tail, 81 mm. 


—L. GLAUERT, W.A. Museum, Perth. 


Use of Green Foliage fer Nest Lining by Podargus strigoides.— 
A nest of a Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides), located in a 
York gum at Caron on August 22, 1948, was kept under inter- 
mittent observation until September 6, on which date the nest 
was found on the ground under the tree with the broken shell 
of one, or perhaps two, eggs. The nest, whieh was six inehes in 
diameter and four inehes deep, eontained green foliage of the hop 
(Dononaea inequifolia) and dead foliage of the same sort whieh 
had probably been incorporated in the nest while fresh. The nearest 
shrub from which the foliage eould have been taken was sixteen 
yards from the nest and there was an extensive hop thieket at a 
distance of forty yards. These shrubs were from one to nine feet 
high. Foliage could have been obtained by a bird resting on the 
ground. 

—ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Caron. 


150th Anniversary of Capt. Vancouver’s Burial.— The associa- 
tions of Capt. George Vancouver with Western Australia were 
ealled to mind on May 18, when the 150th anniversary of the 
navigator’s burial was marked by a tree-planting ceremony in the 
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